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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 32-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 32 recites the limitation "a knob for actuating said knob;" the examiner is unclear 
as to what the knob is actually actuating. To further prosecution, the examiner takes the stand 
that the knob actuates the lock mechanism. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-8, 10-13, 15-21, 23-25 and 27-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 6,470,718 to Yang. 

Yang discloses a cable lock comprising a flexible cable (3), a lock body (2) including a 
passageway therethrough (22), and a combination lock mechanism (5) including a set of 
combination dials (51) and a lever arm (43), wherein the lever arm causes a locking member (27) 
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to move into and out of engagement with the flexible cable when the flexible cable is inserted 
into the passageway, as in claim 1 . 

Yang also discloses the cable lock includes three positions an unlocked position, wherein 
the cable can be inserted into and removed from the passageway (column 3, lines 30-38), a cinch 
position, wherein the cable can only be inserted into the passageway (column 3, lines 20-30), and 
a locked position, wherein the cable can not be inserted or removed from the passageway 
(column 3, lines 39-44), as in claim 2,as well as the cable includes an end (31) fixably secured to 
the lock body, as in claim 3, and a rotatable knob (4 rotates the lever arm into and out of 
engagement with the cable), as in claim 4, wherein the knob includes a breakable portion (43) is 
capable of being breakable such that the knob will disconnect from the lever arm when sufficient 
force is applied to the knob (wherein when the lock mechanism is in a locked position, the shaft 
blocks the knob from actuating the cam, the connecting member could break under an amount of 
force), as in claim 5. 

Yang fiirther discloses a reset feature (column 3, lines 1-8) allowing new combinations to 
be set, as in claim 6, wherein the reset feature includes a reset button (the bottom of shaft 50, 
accessible via a tool; column 3, lines 1-8) located on a portion of the lock body, as in claim 7, 
and at least one of the set of combination dials includes a shoulder (shoulder contiguous to the 
lock body; figure 3) that prevents access between the at least one of the set of combination dials 
and the lock body, as in claim 8. 

Yang additionally discloses a spring member (36) located within the passageway that 
allows the cable to be inserted into the passageway only in one direction (wherein the spring 
biases the clamping mechanism against the cable), as in claim 10, and the locking member 
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includes a rotatable cam (29),,and locking clamp (20), as in claim 11, wherein the locking clamp 
slides along a sloped surface (43) in order to engage and disengage the cable (cam 43 forces the 
rotatable cam to actuate the locking clamp into and out of an engaged position with the cable), as 
in claim 12, as well as a pivotable clamp (20) located at one end of the cable, as in claim 13. 

Yang also discloses a cable lock comprising a flexible cable (3), a lock body (2) 
including a passageway (22) therethrough, a lock mechanism (5) comprising a set of 
combination dials (51) having an unlocking combination, a rotatable cam (29), a knob (4), and a 
shaft (25) selectively engageable with the cam, wherein the cam rotates to provide an unlocked 
position only when the set of combination dials are manipulated to the unlocking combination 
(column 3, lines 30-38), as in claim 15. 

Yang further discloses the cam rotates to engage and disengage a locking clamp (20), 
wherein the locking clamp engages the cable in the passageway when the cam disengages the 
locking clamp (sloped surface 43 rotates the locking clamp into engagement with the cable), as 
in claim 16, wherein the cable lock includes three positions an unlocked position, wherein the 
cable can be inserted into and removed from the passageway (colunm 3, lines 30-38), a cinch 
position, wherein the cable can only be inserted into the passageway (column 3, lines 20-30), and 
a locked position, wherein the cable can not be inserted or removed from the passageway 
(column 3, lines 39-44), as in claim 17. 

Yang additionally discloses the cable includes an end (31) fixably secured to the lock 
body, as in claim 18, as well as a reset feature (column 3, lines 1-8) allowing new combinations 
to be set, as in claim 19, wherein the reset feature includes a reset button (the bottom of shaft 50, 
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accessible via a tool; column 3, lines 1-8) located on a portion of the lock body, as in claim 20, 
wherein at least one of the set of combination dials includes a shoulder (shoulder contiguous to 
the lock body; figure 3) that prevents access between the at least one of the set of combination 
dials and the lock body, as in claim 21. 

Yang also discloses a spring member (36) located within the passageway that allows the 
cable to be inserted into the passageway only in one direction (wherein the spring biases the 
clamping mechanism against the cable), as in claim 23, and a pivotable clamp (27) located at one 
end of the cable, as in claim 24, wherein the pivotable clamp include a detent mechanism (20) 
that secures the pivotable clamp in a predefined orientation (the detent secures the pivotable 
clamp in the locked position, in relation to the cable), as in claim 25. 

Yang fiirther discloses a cable lock comprising a flexible cable (3), a lock body (2) 
including a passageway (22) therethrough, a lock mechanism (5) comprising a set of 
combination dials (51), a rotatable cam (29), a knob (4), and a connecting member (43) 
connecting the cam with the knob, wherein the connecting member is capable of being breakable 
such that the knob will disconnect fi*om the cam when sufficient force is applied to the knob 
(wherein when the lock mechanism is in a locked position, the shaft blocks the knob firom 
actuating the cam, the connecting member could break under an amount of force), as in claim 27. 

Yang additionally discloses a cable lock comprising a flexible cable (3), a lock body (2) 
including a passageway (22) therethrough, a lock mechanism (5) comprising a set of 
combination dials (51) connected to a corresponding set of hubs (the hubs to which mount the 
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dials to the lock shaft 50; figures 2 and 3), a rotatable cam (29), a knob (4) connected to the cam 
(via element 43), and a reset button (the bottom of shaft 50, accessible via a tool; column 3, lines 
1-8) that disengages the set of combination dials fi-om the corresponding set of hubs, thereby 
allowing a combination to be set, as in claim 28, as well as a pivotable clamp (27) located at one 
end of the cable, as in claim 29, wherein the pivotable clamp include a detent mechanism (20) 
that secures the pivotable clamp in a predefined orientation (the detent secures the pivotable 
clamp in the locked position, in relation to the cable), as in claim 30, wherein the cable lock 
includes three positions an unlocked position, wherein the cable can be inserted into and 
removed fi-om the passageway (column 3, Unes 30-38), a cinch position, wherein the cable can 
only be inserted into the passageway (column 3, lines 20-30), and a locked position, wherein the 
cable can not be inserted or removed fi:"om the passageway (column 3, lines 39-44), as in claim 
31. 



Yang also discloses a cable lock comprising a flexible cable (3), a lock body (2) 
including a passageway (22) therethrough, a lock mechanism (5) comprising a set of 
combination dials (51) connected to a corresponding set of hubs (the hubs to which mount the 
dials to the lock shaft 50; figures 2 and 3), and a knob (4) for actuating the lock mechanism, and 
a pivotable clamp (27) located at one end of the cable, as in claim 32, wherein the pivotable 
clamp include a detent mechanism (20) that secures the pivotable clamp in a predefined 
orientation (the detent secures the pivotable clamp in the locked position, in relation to the 
cable), as in claim 33. 
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Yang further discloses a cable lock comprising a flexible cable (3), a lock body (2) 
including a passageway (22) therethrough, and a combination lock mechanism (5) including a set 
of combination dials (51) and a means (4) for moving a locking member (20) into and out of 
engagement with the flexible cable when the flexible cable is inserted into the passageway 
(column 3, lines 9-15), as in claim 34. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which, the invention was made. 

Claims 9 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yang, as 
applied above, in view of U.S. Patent Number 6,629,440 to Meekma et al. 

Yang discloses the invention substantially as claimed. However, Yang does not disclose 
indication features. Meekma et al. teaches of a cable lock assembly having a flexible cable (5), a 
lock body (4) having a passageway (8) therethrough, wherein the lock body has indication 
features (16; colimm 3, lines 35-37) in the same field of endeavor for the purpose of indicating 
which direction the cable is to be inserted into the passageway. It would have been obvious to 
one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate an indication 
feature, as taught by Meekma et al., onto the lock body of Yang in order to indicate which 
direction the cable is to be inserted into the passageway. 
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Claims 14 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yang, 
as applied above, in view of U.S. Patent Number ***. 

[Ciainis ^^m^^ The cable lock of claim 1 further comprising a protective covering that 
selectively covers the set of combination dials. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-34 have been considered but are moot in 

view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure. The following patents are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 

cable lock assembUes: 

U.S. Patent Number 6,997,023 to Huang, U.S. Patent Number 6,755,054 to 
Burmesch et al., U.S. Patent Number 6,609,399 to Daniels, Jr., U.S. Patent Number 
6,526,785 to Asenstorfer et al., U.S. Patent Number 4,236,394 to Harrington et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this conununication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Boswell whose telephone number is (571) 272-7054. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 - 4:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppHcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Christopher Boswell 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3676 
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